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Same Sex Sexual Relationships: A Biblical Perspective 

 

1. The Story of Crazy Goat Coffee 

I told this story first, because I thought it would be totally disarming and demonstrate the loving perspective 

the whole teaching would be coming from.  In retrospect, it worked well to accomplish this.   
 

This is a lengthy story about an incredible coffee shop in Gahanna that is now out of business, which 

employed a fantastic group of Messiah-followers and some openly self-professed lesbian women.  

Marguerite and I became friends with the entire staff, always sharing in long deep conversations, meals, 

reading recommendations, music recommendations, etc.  They would all attest that they only ever knew 

love from us.  When the lesbian women learned that we were robust Messianics, they asked if we would 

discuss the same sex relationship issue with them.  We agreed. Two of them asked if I would view the video 

presentations of Matthew Vines (Harvard dropout who aimed to visit every church in North America to let 

them know they were "homophobic") and then meet with them.  After viewing the videos, I met with them 

twice to explain how flawed Vines' hermeneutical approaches to the topic were.  They didn't like it, but they 

accepted my explanations and critiques of Vines' hermeneutics.  One of them pressed me for why Yeshua 

didn't address the topic (if you discount the implicit inclusion of the topic in Yeshua's teaching about 

marriage in Matthew 19).  I responded that Yeshua was a Jew, so he would not have had to address same 

sex sexual relationships with the Jewish people – as they would have known they were prohibited among 

the Jewish people from the Tanakh.  They were surprised by that answer, and thought it was weighty.  I then 

let our youth know that one of the lesbian women, who truly didn't want to accept the truth of the Scriptures 

on this topic – even though she was a professed Messiah-follower – didn't have time to ever figure it all out, 

as she was suddenly diagnosed with colon cancer and died at age 24.  
 

Another lesbian woman at the coffee shop was told by another employee that Marguerite and I were 

Messiah-followers, and she told him that he must be joking.  When he pressed her about this, she stated that 

we had only ever shown love to her and had never confronted her about her being a lesbian.  He tried to 

explain why, but she rejected his explanations and insisted that he must be joking about us being Messiah-

followers.  He challenged her to ask us in person.  He then phoned me to tell me about this incident, and 

asked if I was coming in that day.  Sure enough, I had planned on coming in at 2:00pm.  When I arrived, 

there were no customers.  So she sat down at the table and attempted to confirm that the employee was 

joking about me and Marguerite being Messiah-followers.  When I replied that we were indeed robust 

Messiah-followers, she again said "no way!"  I asked her why she couldn't believe we were Messiah-

followers, and she said "because you have only ever loved me."  When I asked her why that precluded us 

from being Messiah-followers, she said because Messiah-followers don't show love to lesbians like me.  She 

then related a story to me about how two of her fellow servants in the National Guard, who had professed to 

be Messiah-followers, had pinned her down on the ground one night and put out cigarettes on her skin– 

telling her that this was what her future was going to be like in 'hell' for being a lesbian.  I became visibly 

angry and upset and told her that had I been there I would have fought those guys off of her and rescued her.  

She teared up and told me she couldn't believe her ears.  I told her that it was time to learn the difference 

between professed Christians and real followers of "the Christ."  She was shocked.  About two years later, I 

bumped into her in a coffee shop and she informed me that she was in professional counseling to deal with 

things that happened to her in her youth, and that when she was ready she wanted to meet with me and 

Marguerite to discuss whether a lesbian way of life is compatible with the following of Yeshua. 

 

2. The Story of the New York Executive 

I told this story second, as it involved the hiring of a self-professed gay executive at my former company.  

He relocated from out of state, and Marguerite and I were his hosts to help him to get properly settled in and 

oriented to Ohio.  For his first Thanksgiving here, we bought him a basket and filled it with all of his 

favorite foods and a one-cup coffee maker that he liked.  He continues to write us once a year to wish us 

well.  The point of telling this story was to demonstrate just how loving and non-judgmental the Messiah-

follower can be to such persons in the world, while maintaining an opposite worldview and way of life. 



3. Genesis 18:19  

This verse was discussed in detail in order to emphasize how the children and household of Abraham were 

loved and chosen by G-d, precisely to keep the derek Adonai (way of the LORD) by doing righteousness 

and justice.  The goal was to emphasize the difference between the way of the LORD practiced by the 

people of G-d and the way of life practiced by the world.   

 

4. Genesis  11 (Cf. Revelation CH 14-22): the Comparison of Babylon to Jerusalem/New Jerusalem 

These passages were discussed to demonstrate how Babylon became a metaphor for cities and cultures that 

defied the way of the LORD and built their cities and cultures apart from a dependence upon G-d.  It was 

emphasized that the contrast between Jerusalem and Babylon is a contrast between the way of the LORD 

and the way of the world.  The main question of Revelation is: "Are we on the side of God, the Lamb, and 

New Jerusalem (the way of the LORD and His Messiah) or, by the way we live, are we actually on the side 

of Babylon?  We are told "Come out of her MY PEOPLE."  Thus, we must represent the way of the LORD 

in the Babylon in which we live.   

 

It was made very clear that we were not talking about withdrawing from the world and living in a cloistered 

community.  It was emphasized that on the very topic of sexual immorality, 1 Corinthians 5 made this point 

very clear: "I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people; I did not at all mean 

with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for 

then you would have to go out of the world. But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called 

brother/sister if they are a sexually immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or 

a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not 

judge those who are within the community of Messiah-followers?  But those who are outside, God judges.  

REMOVE THE WICKED PERSON FROM AMONG YOURSELVES. (1 Cor. 5:9-13) 

It was emphasized that we are not here to withdraw from the world, but to be a light to the world and to 

demonstrate to the world what a life following the way of the LORD looks like in contrast to the way of the 

world.  It was emphasized that the world's acceptance of same sex sexual relationships and its redefinition of 

marriage are outside of and against the way of the LORD. 

 

5. Exodus 19:5-6 

These verses were covered to emphasize how the people of G-d are all about obeying His voice, keeping 

His covenant, being His own possession among all the peoples; all about being a kingdom of priests and 

kings as a holy (unique/distinct) nation! 

 

6. Sexual sin and how it is discussed for Israel/Jews and the Nations/Gentiles 

Examples: Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Romans 1:26-27 

Here, we noted that same sex sexual relationships were addressed in the Tanakh, and that the most general 

statement about it in the New Covenant Scriptures spoke generically of males with males and females with 

females in a dishonorable exchange of "ordered relations."   

 

When it comes to the teaching of the Nations/Gentiles, sexual sin is at the top of the list – because they 

were not raised in the way of the Lord with Torah!  Examples: Galatians 5:16-25; 1 Corinthians 5, Cf. 

Matthew 7:1-5: 1 Corinthians 6:18; Ephesians 5:1-5  

Here, we emphasized that sexual immorality was often at the top of the list in exhortations to the Gentiles 

regarding how they should live, precisely because they were NOT raised in the way of the LORD.  Here, we 

also clarified the fact that that the standard inside the community of Messiah-followers (which includes 

proper leadership's and member's judgment for sexual immorality) is different from the standard outside the 

community of Messiah-followers (which leaves the judgment to God). Thus, while we must "love the sinner 

and hate the sin," and leave the judgment for the sexual immorality of the people in the world to God, we 

are free to love the sinner, hate the sin, and practice proper judgment of sexual immorality inside the 

community of Messiah-followers.  In the instance of a man having his father's wife in Corinth, it was 



considered so heinous, that the person was to be removed from the community (1 Cor 5:2).  Those who did 

nothing about this situation, in Paul's absence, were chastised for not mourning over the situation! 

 

While many point to Matthew 7 and make blanket statements about no judging, that passage has to do with 

insiders only; and a careful reading of it reveals that it means that no one should hold anyone to a standard 

that they themselves have not attained to.  One must deal with the telephone pole in their own eye first; then 

they will clearly be able to see how to take the splinter out of their brother's/sister's eye with love. 

 

7. Inside (Community of G-d) versus Outside (World) standards and handling of the topic (discuss love 

and judgment topics) and note the following: John 12:46-48; John 3:16-21 

Because I was told that our youth were very focused on the love and judgment topics, I included a further 

discussion here of how Yeshua came not to judge but to save, and how judgment is coming in the last day.   

 

Finally, it was also emphasized that sexual immorality was considered a very important topic because of 

what it will ultimately result in, namely, exclusion from the coming fullness of the kingship of God!  

Revelation 22:15 states: "Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral persons and the 

murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood."  This is precisely what Paul 

emphasized to those from the nations that came to Messiah (note the first characteristic on his list!): "Now 

the characteristics of the flesh are evident, which are: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, 

sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who 

practice such things will not inherit the kingship of God.  Again, this is why it should be such an issue, 

because those who practice such things WILL NOT inherit the coming fullness of the kingship of God. 

 

8. Marriage: Genesis 1:27; 2:18, 24; Matthew 19:3ff.                                                                                     

Inside (Community of G-d) versus Outside (World) definition and handling of the topic.   

We concluded the session by clarifying the Biblical definition of marriage, which was confirmed by Yeshua 

(i.e., one man and one woman).  Mention was also made of the work being done by the UMJC's theology 

committee on this topic, which is designed to uphold Yeshua's affirmation of the Biblical definition.  It was 

emphasized that the world's acceptance of same sex sexual relationships and its redefinition of marriage are 

outside of and against the way of the LORD. 

 

9. Conclusions:  

An open discussion was facilitated at the end to ensure that everyone in the room was heard, all questions 

were answered, and all of the above points were clear. 


