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Shavuot: A Jewel Worth Dusting Off

9 &

5
4 9
2 +
@
= # $# >
& & 3 _
@
C
9 &
2=
' % + 9
O
3 <
2 +

' 0( 1@ + 0)EOF
o+

UMJIC National Conference.: Summer 2011

% &' " % () G3
@
$ H G9
$%
# & G H $%
$
& ? H
232218 & G- G
+ 2 ALY | ] |
¥ & UMIC International
° Conference * ballas, July 14-17, 2011
? 4




/srael at 63 By. Rabbi Joshua Brumbach

Last month we celebrated the miracle that is Israel After nearly

2,000 years in exile, Israel as a nation was re-tthed in 1948.
Sixty-three years later we recall not only the miracle of her existence but the cost of her resurrec-
tion. Yom HaZikaror+ Israel's Memorial Day is immediately followed by Yom HaAtzma'u— Israel's
Independence Day. This is to remind us that Israel was birthed out of the ashes of the Holocaust and
2,000 years' worth of struggle and persecution. Aswe remember Israel’s soldiers who died in defense
of our Land we also recall her re-birth as an ultim ate symbol of hope — or as the siddur describes it,
“the first-fruits of our redemption.” Yom HaAzma'ulis a reminder that as long as there is an Israel oo
hope is not lost. This is exactly the point we sing in Israel’s national anthem, “Our hope is not lost — a
2,000 year old hope — to be a free people in our ow land, the Land of Israel and Jerusalem.”

In observance of Yom HaAtzma'utthe minyan | often attend studied three different p assages from the Talmud related to Israel.
One particular passage, fromb. B'rachoba, is worth mentioning;

“It has been taught: Rabbi Shimon ben Y ochai BagsHoly One, Blessed Be He, gawe Israel thrisespigits, and all of them were gven only
through suffering. They are: tierah theL and of Isragland thé/Norld to ComeWhence do we k now this of the Torah? Becassitli “Happy

is the person who You disdpline, O L ORD, the ape ivstruct in Your Torah (Ps. 94:12).” When of thand of Israel? Because it is written:
“Just as a man disdplines his son, HaShem yourdizaglines you (Deut. 8:5).” And after that itwsitten: “For HaShem your God is bringing
you into a good land (Deut. 8:7).” Whence of theldio Come? Because it is witten: “For the conainaent is a lamp, the teachingis a light, and
the way to life is the rebuk e that disdplinesFB®3).”

A similar thought is supported by Yeshua, “Butiti s a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a fewfind it (Mathew 7:14).”
Although this passage from Matthew is often quoted only in reference to spiritual redemption, the cont ext is much broader and refers to
our spiritual lifestyles in general. After all, thi s passage appears in the middle of a section on being spiritual fruit. W e can also apply this
idea to our passage from the Gemaraabove and relate it back to Israel.

As Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai stated above, the way ofTorah is not easy. And neither is the path that leads to the World to Come. As
Yeshua reminds us, “only a fewwill find it.” And s o is support for the Land of Israel. Not onlywas it birthed out of suffering, but it ex-
ists in suffering, and will only continue to exist through suffering until Mashiach returns. We must ¢ ontinue to speak out in support of
Israel. We must defend her to a world that constantly refuses to weigh fairly. I am not speaking of bl ind support, but educated support.
Israel is not perfect. And | will be the first one to speak-up when she falls short. However, our support for Israel is not only Scripturally
solid, it is politically defensible.

As we celebrate Israel's 63rd birthday, let's do sowith a renewed vigor to speak up and support not o nly Israel, but our faithful brothers
and sisters in the Land who every day continue to make her existence a reality. And let us especiallysupport our fellow Messianic Jews in
Israel who are constantly persecuted for their hope in Messiah. Let us also work even harder to prepare the way for Mashiach’s return.
For Israel and Messiah are interconnected. Our sugport and rebuilding of Israel is part of preparing the way for Messiah. And may we all
witness that day speedily and soon!

Summertime! By: J. David, UMB

So, it's summertime 2011! Perhaps it's a timertewdhose New Year's resolutions youve made diaés/time to mak e some new goals for
the summer! Here are a fewideas of goals tissatrimer that will encourage you to grow.
Visit a Jewish synagogue and leam more abouwtithegeople, holidays, Shabbat, or anything tiigt interest you and your family.
Attend a Shabbat dinner hosted by Jewish frieanicpate in the prayers and ask your hosts aheutneanings.

Share with someone about your membership in the. BéiBaps you k now some non-Jewish believersthat kinow about the ministries of the UMB
or the UMJC. Share with them about howwe arecLiitel how they can join.

Spend sone time reading the Torah portion eachperRkps with your family, and try to look for riesights and understanding

Try leaming one new prayer from the Siddur or3tbbat family table prayers throughout the survimi.can find melodies for many prayers online or
contact wwv.urmic.org for help finding resourcestigh their music committee. The Amidah and theb&htiamily blessings are a great place to start!

While Shawot comes to a dose at the time oitieietter, consider re-reading the artides omBhhere and reflect on your Shawot holiday. Moud
you like to growin the future in understandinglainish holidays, experiending the Torah, or ol in throughout the rest of the year?

Pray for Israell Mak e it a point each day to poaysrael and ask Hashem to bring healing and tanifys they are facing much opposition and strife.

Hawe a very blessed Summer! May it be a timemaiigagroath, understanding and renewal to you godr family!



